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KEY NOTE ADDRESS DURING THE VIRTUAL ANNUAL ARBITRATION 

CONFERENCE 2020 

Madam President and Distinguished Participants,  

It is my singular pleasure and honour to deliver this Brief Keynote 

Address during this august Virtual Annual Arbitration Conference 

2020.  Thank you, Madam President for having me and I am happy 

to be with you all virtually. I am aware that in this forum we have 

re-known experts in arbitration space from various parts across the 

world.  

The Conference has come during these trying times of the NEW 

NORMAL when COVID-19 has affected all spectrum of human 

kind. Thanks to the power of technology that we are able to 

connect despite the geographical and time differences.  

The Conference Theme New Era: Arbitration Act 2020 is very 

interesting and I believe given the paucity of any research or 

experience in the application of this law which has just come will 

attract a lot of interesting discussions that will further inform legal 

and policy reform in the near future if need be.   

 

Madam President and Distinguished Participants,  

I read the Objective of the Arbitration Act 2020 which reads as 

follows; “An Act to provide for conduct relating to domestic 

commercial arbitration, international commercial arbitration and 

enforcement of foreign arbitral awards among other things.”  
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In view of that I went further to quickly read the General Principles 

guiding the Arbitration Act 2020. The object of the Act is to have 

an impartial Arbitration Tribunal or Arbiter who will conduct 

arbitration without delay or expense. Furthermore, is to facilitate 

an arbitration in which parties are free to agree and also courts not 

to interfere or intervene except where it is expressly permitted by 

the law and there is a number of provisions where the court has 

its role without necessarily compromising with the spirit of the law.  

Madam President and Distinguished Participants,   

As you deliberate during the course of the Conference I think it is 

important to ponder on a number of issues and for the sake of time 

I will point out just a few. These are issues you may wish to 

interrogate in the course of this Annual Conference.  

First of all, Tanzania has enacted this new law which I am very glad 

you have dedicated as the main theme of your Conference from 

the look of the Conference Banners and Flyers. The Big Question 

is what does that mean to Arbitrators and the Tanzania Institute of 

Arbitrators in general?  

Secondly, Tanzania has just graduated to a middle-income 

economy and I was just trying to think louder whether that will 

have any significant impact to your work as arbitrators and an 

institute. You may wish to consider that as you deliberate.  

Finally, you will also bear testimony the fact that the Judiciary of 

Tanzania has done significant reforms and transformations in the 

past few decades and of late we have witnessed a significant 

improvement in justice delivery system. The Big Question is what 
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does that mean to Arbitrators and the Tanzania Institute of 

Arbitrators in general?  

In my view arbitrators and the TIArb has to strategically position 

itself in order to take full advantage of the current and emerging 

developments.  

I have seen the Conference Programme and I am impressed that 

you will be able to cover a number of topics from International 

Arbitration Perspective, Challenges in ADR & Third-Party Funding 

as well as Future of Investor- State Arbitration.   

Finally, I wish to pause a challenge to the TIArb to reflect and 

assess itself as to what extent as an Association has it lived to the 

expectation of its members?  

I must confess that I am impressed to visibly see that the TIArb is 

conspicuously present in the virtual world where a lot of Netizens 

are found. I want to encourage you to keep on taking full 

advantage of what technology presents to you. This Virtual 

Conference is just one such advantage and I believe a number of 

Virtual Arbitrations are taking place just like we in the Judiciary are 

conducting Virtual Trials. I am happy to know that your Strategic 

Plan makes emphasis on embracing technology in arbitration 

space.  

With these few remarks I wish to sincerely express my appreciation 

for inviting me and thank you very much for listening. I wish you 

all a fruitful deliberation.  


